His glorious attributes, form part of the Mahabharata. It is
a narration of God's support to noble causes.

33. The quintessence of true devotion

Can a parent detest and discard his young son just be-
cause he had committed a wrong ? The father is deeply con-
cerned about the welfare of all his children and bestows his
affectionate care on all of them. God the Universal father is
similarly concerned about the welfare of all his children.
The punishment He may mete out to some is only intended
to reform them.

It is also true that some are able to endear themselves
to Him by engaging themselves in acts that please Him.
These pious souls lead a Dharmic life and practise true devo-
tion, pinning absolute faith in Him. Sri Krishna Himself

had acknowledged these people as dearest to Him.

For a large majority of people, devotion to God con-
sists informal worship of the Deity and making offerings.
Visiting temples, making pilgrimage, etc. also form part of
devotion. These religious practices are no doubt good and
useful, but true devotion docs not stop here.

True devotion means reposing unwavering faith in God
in all situations and under all circumstances in an attitude of
absolute self-surrender. All religious duties and obligations
one is called upon to perform according to shastraic injunc-
tions are only intended to lead to this glorious end, namely,
practice of true devotion.

Sri Krishna, the Supreme was specially attracted to
the Pandavas who adhered to Dharma and absolute faith in
Him. How many tasks He had undertaken for them ? He
acted even as a charioteer to Arjuna; he went to Hastinapura
as a messenger of peace to get for them, their rightful share
of the kingdom. He helped them out of many a critical
situation.